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Pledges of the Netherlands for the Malmö International Forum on 
Holocaust Remembrance and Combating Antisemitism on 13 October. 

Thanks to the unwavering efforts of the chairman of the Dutch Auschwitz 
Committee, Mr. Jacques Grishaver, the Holocaust Memorial of Names was 
unveiled last month. In the very heart of Amsterdam, a brick labyrinth slowly 
took form, bearing the names and ages of all 102,163 Dutch Jews, Roma and 
Sinti murdered by the Nazis during World War II. Each brick is inscribed with a 
single name.  

According to Mr. Grishaver commemoration is more than honouring the dead. 
It also leads us to account for the actions of the past, and sustains us in the 
fight against the poison of antisemitism.  

The Dutch government has developed four initiatives to support this fight. This 
year, we appointed a National Coordinator for Countering Antisemitism 
(NCAB) whose role is to offer advice, both solicited and unsolicited, on 
tackling intimidation, discrimination and threats against the Jewish community.  

Secondly, the Netherlands is pleased to announce that we wish to host the 
headquarters of the European Holocaust Research Infrastructure (EHRI) in 
the Netherlands and contribute financially to the establishment of the EHRI. 
The task of the EHRI is to safeguard continuing international research into 
commemoration of and education about the holocaust. 

Thirdly, in line with the European framework decision on racism, the 
Netherlands aims to cover specific forms of hate speech – such as public 
denial of genocide – explicitly in an existing criminal provision. Denying the 
evil that was committed is nothing short of a new assault. 

The fourth and final initiative involves additional efforts aimed at raising 
awareness of the Holocaust and broadening understanding of the Jewish 
culture, among schoolchildren. 

Some of the bricks that make up the new Memorial of Names are now marked 
by small stones. According to this Jewish custom, the descendants of the 
deceased show that their thoughts are still with their lost loved ones.  

Let all of us try in our lives to symbolically leave behind our own stone of 
remembrance every day. By honouring the dead, by remembering the horrors, 
and by pledging our relentless commitment to the fight against today’s 
antisemitism. 

 


